
 

 

 

 

Health and Wellbeing Board 
  
26 July 2017 
 

Health and Wellbeing Board Big Tent 
Engagement Event 2017 
 

 
 
 

Report of Andrea Petty, Strategic Manager – Policy, Planning & 
Partnerships, Transformation & Partnerships, Durham County 
Council 

 
Purpose of Report 
 

1. The purpose of this report is to present the Health and Wellbeing Board (HWB) with 
details of the HWB Big Tent Engagement Event 2017 and the agenda for the event, 
attached at Appendix 2, for agreement. 

 
Background 
 
2. The Health and Wellbeing Board host an annual Big Tent Engagement Event to gather 

the views of stakeholders.  This will be the sixth annual engagement event. 
 
3. In 2016, the Big Tent Event was attended by over 200 stakeholders ranging from 

service users, patients, carers, representatives from the voluntary and community 
sector and other NHS and local authority partners. 

 
4. The five previous Big Tent events have been facilitated by a representative from the 

Local Government Association.  
 

5. The event will also provide HWB partners with an opportunity to inform the attendees 
about the services and projects which are being delivered, as part of the HWB 
priorities.  There is also opportunity for stalls for example past events have included the 
Integrated Needs Assessment, Health Checks and Locate. County Durham and 
Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (CDDFT) have requested a stall with the aim of 
recruiting new public membership to the Trust Board. 

 
Sustainable Community Strategy  

 

6. A review of the Council’s strategic planning framework has taken place, incorporating 
the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS), Council Plan and thematic plans. 

 

7. The Big Tent Event 2017 will provide an engagement opportunity to inform the review 
of the JHWS for 2018-21, aligning priorities to the new vision of Durham County 
Council, the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS), Council and thematic plans. 

 

8. A revised vision is in development for the County Durham Partnership and will feature 
in the Big Tent event to engage partners and consider the implications for looking 
ahead.   

 



 

 

 

Big Tent Engagement Event 2017 
 
Date and Venue 
 

9. The Big Tent Engagement Event 2017 will take place on 3rd October 2017, 12.00 pm – 
4.00 pm at the Durham Centre in Belmont, Durham. This date has been held in the 
diaries of Health and Wellbeing Board members.   

 

10. The event is booked for 200 delegates, which will include service users, patients and 
carers. 

 
Programme for the event 
 

11. A programme for the Big Tent event 2017 is attached at Appendix 2, with further details 
outlined below. 

 
Facilitation 
 
12. Kay Burkett from the Local Government Association has agreed to facilitate the event.  

She provide a broad national overview, and include any relevant areas of best practice.  
 

13. She will also ensure there is continuity throughout the day and introduce the workshops 
as well as offer a valuable external perspective on the issues being discussed and 
points raised throughout the day in providing observations as part of the final session.   

 

Key Note Speakers 
 
14. The key messages from the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, as part of the 

Integrated Needs Assessment (INA), have influenced the key note themes for the 
event: 
 

1. Mental Health 
 
Evidenced by: 

 Approximately 10% of children aged 5-16 years have a classifiable 
mental health disorder. 

 Estimates suggest that 1 in 4 adults will experience mental health 
problems at any one time. For County Durham, this represents over 
100,000 people aged 18+.  

 The number of referrals for Adult Mental Health Professional (AMHP) 
assessments for adults with mental health needs increased by 47.1% 
when comparing 2010/11 with 2016/17, and by 16.2% when comparing 
2015/16 figures with 2016/17. 

 The suicide rate in County Durham (15.7 per 100,000 population) is 
higher than the England average of 10.1 and the North East 12.4. 
(2013-2015) 

 Nationally, life expectancy is on average 10 years lower for people with 
mental health problems due to poor physical health. 

 People with a severe mental illness are: 
o 5 times as likely to suffer from diabetes. 
o 4 times as likely to die from cardiovascular or respiratory 

disease. 



 

 

 

o 8 times as likely to suffer Hepatitis C. 
o 15 times as likely to be HIV positive. 

 Estimates suggest that around 7% or 22,000 people aged 18-64 in 
County Durham are socially isolated. 

 Around 20% or 19,000 people aged 65+ in County Durham are lonely, 
with around 10% or over 10,000 of those experiencing intense 
loneliness. 
 

2. Tobacco  
 
Evidenced by: 

 Smoking prevalence rates in County Durham are falling over time. The 
rate has reduced from 22.2% (2012) to 17.9% (2016). Rates are no 
longer statistically significantly different from England (15.5%). 

 Smoking adds an additional £16.8 million spend on social care for 
adults aged 50 and over in County Durham. 

 In County Durham, around 1,100 people a year die from causes 
attributable to smoking. 

 Smoking attributable death rates per 100,000 (2013-15) were 
significantly higher in County Durham (381) than England (284) but are 
falling over time; between 2007-09 and 2013-15, the rate fell by 31.3 
per 100,000 (8%) 

 Between 2013 and 2015, 33% of all adult deaths (35+ years) in County 
Durham were smoking-related. 

 For 2013-15, deaths from lung cancer (82.0 per 100,000) and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD, 80.4 per 100,000) were 
significantly higher in County Durham than England. 

 Smoking attributable deaths from heart disease (35.1 per 100,000) and 
stroke (13.6 per 100,000) are significantly higher in County Durham 
than England for 2013-15. 

 Levels of women smoking at time of delivery are worse than regional 
averages and significantly worse than the average across England. 

 There is a national target for all areas to reduce smoking prevalence to 
5% (for County Durham this was agreed to be by 2030). 

 
Work is currently taking place to finalise the speakers for the event. 
 

Health and Wellbeing Board Priorities Consultation 
 
15. The draft Health and Wellbeing Board strategic priorities were discussed at a HWB 

development session on 5th July 2017.  Further work will take place to develop these 
priorities and they will then be the subject to further consultation with wider partners 
and members of the public at the Big Tent 2017. Big Tent attendees will be asked to 
vote on their top priorities for Health and Wellbeing.  Other consultation events take 
place, which feed into the development of the Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy, 
including the Gypsy, Roma, Travellers fun day in the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Themed Workshops 
 

16. The themes for the workshops are outlined below:   
 
 

1. Adult and Young Carers  
 

 Inform people about the services which are available for carers in 
County Durham.  

 Gather views on the issues affecting carers and the options and views 
on potential areas of development to improve services for carers and 
their families. 

 The information gathered will inform the review of carers services which 
is due to take place in late 2017. 

  
 The workshop will be led by Paul McAdam, Commissioning Policy and 

Planning Officer, Durham County Council (DCC) working with colleagues in 
Durham County Carers Support and the Bridge Young Carers. 

 
2. Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 Inform people about the ‘’Thrive’’ model for children’s mental health. 
This is a project led by the Healthy Child Programme Board and the 
Children and Young People‘s Mental Health Transformation Group 
which undertakes a ‘’whole system’’ approach to meeting the needs of 
children and young people’s emotional wellbeing and mental health. 

 The workshop will discuss the Thrive model with the aim of identifying 
how it can be progressed in County Durham. 

 How to implement Thrive to link mental health services together in a 
more cohesive way. 

 
  The Workshop will be led by Gill O’Neill, Consultant in Public Health working 

 with Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) colleagues.  
 

3. Dementia 

 Inform people about the Dementia Advisor Service and the Fire & 
Rescue Service’s Dementia Friendly Communities project which is 
delivered in partnership with the Alzheimer’s Society. 

 The Dementia Advisor Service was launched in County Durham on 
29th February 2016, being delivered by the Alzheimer’s Society. 

 The workshop will garner attendee’s opinions on the service and 
suggest improvements which will be fed into the review of the service 
by commissioners. 

 The Dementia Friendly Communities project is supported by the 
Dementia Advisor Service and will give a practical example of the work 
being done in communities. 

 
The workshop will be led by Neil Jarvis, Strategic Commissioning Manager 
DCC along with colleagues from County Durham and Darlington Fire & 
Rescue Service. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

4. Adults Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 Inform people about the work being carried out which focuses on Adult 
Mental Health prevention and the promotional activities being delivered. 

 Inform people about suicide prevention work which partners are 
delivering across the county. 

 Discuss how physical health and mental health impact on one another. 
 
The workshop will be led by David Shipman, Strategic Commissioning 
Manager DCC along with colleagues from Public Health.  

 
5. Making Smoking History in County Durham 

 Share evidence and explore the issues which will prevent partners from 
achieving the ambition of 5% smoking prevalence in County Durham by 
2030 e.g. smoking in pregnancy and illicit tobacco sales. 

 How can we work together to reduce smoking levels in more socially 
disadvantaged areas of County Durham. 
 

  The workshop will be led by Dianne Woodall, Public Health Portfolio Lead – 
 Tobacco Control. 

 
6. Healthy Weight and Obesity 

 Inform people about the work of the Healthy Weight Alliance which 
emerged from a national whole systems obesity pilot. 

 How we can work together to tackle the obesity issues which are 
prevalent across many parts of County Durham. 

 Including in the workshop will be a focus on childhood obesity 0 – 2. 

 The early years work will provide an overview on physical literacy and 
the physical activity environment. 
 

  The workshop will be led by Karen McKabe, Public Health Portfolio Lead  
  with colleagues from Children and Young People’s Services. 
   

7. Active Durham Partnership 

 Inform people about the work of the partnership how it engages with 
organisations across County Durham to promote and support physical 
activity. Encouraging people of all ages, background and abilities to 
‘Start, Stay and Succeed’  

 Identifying how people being more physically active contributes to the 
county’s wider strategic outcomes in addition to individual’s health and 
wellbeing. 

 The workshop will identify how a network of organisations can work 
together to improve the work of the partnership, through the 
maximisation of resources. 

 The workshop will also identify how the partnership can work better to 
empower individuals and communities to change their behaviours and 
improve their lives. 

 
The workshop will be led by Annie Dolphin, Independent Chair of the 
Active Durham Partnership, with support from DCC Culture and Sport 
colleagues. 

 
 



 

 

 

Stalls  
 
17. The event will also provide HWB partners with an opportunity to inform the wider 

network about the services and projects which are being delivered, and which link to 
the HWB priorities.  These will include a stall to inform people about the Great North 
Care Record which provides information about the patient in a way which is accessible 
to professionals across health services, enabling the health care specialist to see the 
right information at the right time, so they can manage the patients care better; and 
County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (CDDFT) have requested a stall 
with the aim of recruiting new public membership to the Trust Board. 

 
Attendees  
 
18. A list of organisations/groups that are proposed to be invited to the Big Tent Event is 

attached at Appendix 3, although it should be noted that this is currently under review. 
 
Recommendations 
 
19. The Health and Wellbeing Board are requested to:  

 

 Agree the agenda for the Big Tent Event 2017 (Appendix 2) 

 Agree the workshops and the two key note speakers for the event. 

 Provide any comments on proposed organisations/groups to be invited to 
the Big Tent Event (Appendix 3) 

 
 

Contacts:  
Andrea Petty, Strategic Manager - Partnerships and Community Engagement, 
Transformation and Partnerships, Durham County Council 
Tel: 03000 267312     

  



 

 

 

Appendix 1:  Implications 

  
Finance – No direct implications. 
 
Staffing – No direct implications. 
 
Risk - No direct implications.  
 
Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty - The key equality and diversity 
protected characteristic groups are considered as part of the process to identify the 
groups/organisations to be invited to the Big Tent Event 2017. 
 
Equality Impact Assessment will be completed for Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 
(JHWS) 2018-21. 
 
Accommodation - No direct implications. 
 
Crime and Disorder – No direct implications. 
  
Human Rights - No direct implications. 
 
Consultation – Feedback from the Big Tent Event 2017 will inform the Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 2018-21 to ensure the strategy continues to meet the needs of the 
people in the local area and remains fit for purpose.  It will also influence other relevant 
plans and strategies of partner organisations of the Health and Wellbeing Board. 
 
Procurement – The Health and Social Care Act 2012 outlines that commissioners should 
take regard of the JHWS when exercising their functions in relation to the commissioning 
of health and social care services. 
 
Feedback from the Big Tent Event may lead to changes in service delivery as part of the 
relevant plans and strategies of partner organisations of the Health and Wellbeing Board.  
Any procurement implications will be considered as part of the individual potential changes 
to service delivery. 
  
Disability Issues – The needs of disabled people are reflected in the JHWS.  The Durham 
Centre has disability access and a hearing loop system is in place in the auditorium where 
main presentations and workshops will take place. 
 
Legal Implications - The Health and Social Care Act 2012 places clear duties on local 
authorities and Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) to prepare a JHWS. The local 
authority must publish the JHWS. The Health and Wellbeing Board lead the development 
of the JHWS.  
  



 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 – HWB Big Tent Event Agenda 
 

Health and Wellbeing Board Engagement Event 2017 

Tuesday 3rd October 2017, 12pm – 4pm 
 

The Durham Centre, Belmont Industrial Estate, Durham, DH1 1TN 
 

Agenda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Activity Lead 

12.00 -  
12.45pm 

Registration, buffet lunch/ and networking 
 

 

12.45pm Welcome from Chair of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board 
 

Councillor Lucy Hovvels 
MBE - Portfolio Holder for 
Adult and Health Services 
 

12.50pm Introduction to Event 

 

Kay Burkett  
Local Government 
Association 
 

1.00pm Key Note Speakers 

 Mental Health  

 Tobacco   
 

Key Note Speakers  

 
 
2.00pm 
 
 

Group work: 
  
Themed Workshops  

 

 Adult and Young Carers 

 Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 Adults Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 Dementia 

 Making Smoking History in County Durham 

 Healthy Weight and Obesity 

 Active Durham Partnership 

 

 
 
Facilitators 

3.45pm Next Steps and close Kay Burkett  
Local Government 
Association 
 



 

 

 

 
Appendix 3 - Proposed Groups / Organisations to be invited to the Big Tent Event 
2017 

 

Health and Wellbeing Board LifeLine 

Officer Health and Wellbeing Group School nurses 

Safeguarding Adults Board Personal School Advisors 

Local Safeguarding Children Board Care Home Association 

Children and Families Partnership Home Care Provider Forum 

Community Wellbeing Partnership Local Eye Health Network 

Mental Health Partnership Board Local Dental Network 

Countywide Durham and Darlington 
Service User and Carer Forum 

Local Pharmacy Network 

Learning Disability Engagement Forum Investing in Children 

Corporate Management Team Citizen’s Panel 

Transformation and Partnerships   

Economic Partnership Patient Reference Groups 

Environment Partnership JobCentre Plus 

Safe Durham Partnership National Probation Service 

Children and Families Partnership Community Rehabilitation Company 

Integration Board Local A&E Delivery Board 

Integration Steering Group Local A&E Delivery Operational Group 

Better care Fund Monitoring Group  

County Durham Partnership Area Action Partnerships 

Dementia Group Making Changes Together Group 

Suicide and Self Harm Group Children and Young People’s Mental 
Health, Emotional Wellbeing & 
Resilience Group 

Mental Health Crisis Care Concordat 
Steering Group 

Tobacco Control Alliance 

Adults Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Group 

Healthy Weight Alliance 

Food Partnership Active Durham Partnership 

County Durham Mental Health Provider 
& Stakeholder Forum 

3 Rivers Local Nature Partnership 

County Durham Public Mental Health 
Forum 

INA/Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 
Project Groups 

Mental Health and Emotional 
Wellbeing Group Network 

Healthy Child Programme Board 

JHWS Strategy Development Group Police and Crime Commissioner 

System Resilience Group Durham Constabulary 

Strategic Multi Agency Continuing 
Health Care Group  

County Durham and Darlington Fire and 
Rescue Service 

Intermediate Care Plus Operational 
Steering Group 

North East Regional Faiths Network 

Planned Care Board VCS organisations including: 
 
County Durham Carers Support 
Durham Community Action 
Cornforth Partnership  

End of Life Care Group 

Joint Commissioning Group 

AWH Overview & Scrutiny 

CYP Overview & Scrutiny 



 

 

 

County Durham Members of 
Parliament 

Visual Impairment Problem Solving 
County Durham 
Age UK County Durham 
Pioneering Care Centre 
YMCA 
Collaborate Durham (Consortia of 
organisations working with 
homelessness) 
Durham Deafened Support 
DISC 
Waddington Street Centre (mental 
health support) 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
Stonham (housing support) 
Aspire (learning, support, wellbeing) 
Upper Teesdale Agricultural Support 
Services (mental health support) 
The Bridge, Family Action (young 
carers) 
University of the 3rd Age 
Alzheimer’s Society 
 

Equality and Diversity Protected 
Characteristic Groups 

Gay Advice  

Healthwatch County Durham 

County Durham & Darlington Local 
Medical Committee 

GPs / Practice Managers 

National Housing Federation (includes 
local Housing Providers) 

Public Health Team 

Neighbourhood Services, DCC 

Regeneration & Economic 
Development, DCC 

 
 


